Federal Garden Clubs of CT Awards Ceremony

Honoring Rogene Gillmor for Qutstanding Service
with the Lillian M. Rathburn Award
and The Haddam Garden Club with a Certificate of Achievement for Managing the
Flower and Horticulture Division of the Haddam Neck Fair

Aqua Turf Club, Plantsville, CT
October 22, 2025
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dedicated membership, unwavering commitment and C(?ntl'lbthlO;lS to the
Haddam Garden Club and the broader community OVel the past _§ years.
Rogene has actively participated in numerous Commlttegsj mcl‘udmg' the
FarTners Market, the Nominating Committee, the Flmdl‘alS.mg Committee
and the Youth & Family Services Garden Planning Committee. For many
years she dedicated her time serving as our Hospitality Chair, coordinating
volunteers who prepare homemade luncheons for monthly meetings.
Rogene’s expertise and passion for horticulture is evident in her work in
support of the Garden Club’s mission. She has clerked at the CT Flower
& Garden Show assisting judges and has created & designed floral
arrangements for homes that have been showcased in the Haddam Historic
House Tour—supporting the Haddam Historical Society. Her generosity
extends to the club’s annual plant sale, where she donates plants, helps
prepare the site, and assists shoppers. Each December she participates in
making holfday arrangements for Town Office buildings. She contributes
to community beautification by helping maintain the gazebo garden at the
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plants, artwork, and crafts funds the contest prizes and other HGC
programs like public garden maintenance, scholarships, and donations to

local aid organizations. Revenue has increased 230% in two years,
allowing for higher prize awards. Now in its 112th year, the Fair remains
a vital community tradition and HGC is proud to contribute by promoting
gardening and floral design.
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The Grange Garden at the North Stonington Fairgrounds was originally
created in 2014 to mark the North Stonington Garden Club’s 75th
anniversary. Designed as a low-maintenance demonstration garden, it
showcases plants that require minimal fertilizer, pesticides, and water,
with educational signage. In 2024, the garden was redesigned as a native
plant garden to better promote pollinator-friendly choices and highlight
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